
Lessons Learned from USAID Assistance Following Earthquakes 
 

• Restoration of security is essential to prevent looting which hinders the arrival and 
distribution of humanitarian assistance.i  

• Donor coordination avoids wasteful duplication of relief and reconstruction 
efforts.ii 

• Involving community stakeholders in development planning helps ensure that 
they will support the plan and be more willing to contribute their time and 
resources to help carry it out. Community empowerment will result in 
communities that are rebuilt in a way that contributes to sustainable development 
more so than those in which all planning is done by officials and outside experts.iii 

• Housing reconstruction programs must ensure that beneficiaries have clear title to 
their properties before implementation can begin.iv 

• Seismic awareness, preparedness, and mitigation activities can be successfully 
integrated into housing and shelter reconstruction programs through appropriate 
training of both skilled and unskilled construction labor. v  

• Housing reconstruction should avoid relocating dwellings as there is the risk of 
building on valuable and scarce agricultural land.vi 

• Where it is not possible for populations to return to multi-unit dwellings, such as 
apartment complexes, housing certificates - based on the average cost of housing 
units - can facilitate moving displaced persons into permanent housing within a 
relatively short period of time.vii 

• Employment generation and rubble removal activities provide income for 
populations whose livelihoods have been disrupted, while eliminating the health 
and safety hazards of accumulated debris, garbage, and waste.viii 

• Credit and technical assistance can help microfinance institutions weather 
increases in arrears that typically result from natural disasters while enabling them 
to provide loans to help families deal with the economic shock created by the 
disaster.ix 
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